
j¦yvªz
On December 15, Representatives Dennis 
Kucinich (OH-10) and Julia Carson (IN-07) 

added their names to the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund 
Bill, H.R. 2631. The bill now has support from 41 members of 
Congress, including lead sponsor Rep. John Lewis (GA-05).

Kucinich, whose 2004 Presidential campaign embodied the 
ideals of many progressives, is also the lead sponsor of a bill 
to establish a Department of Peace. He has described the 
proposed Department of Peace as a counter-balance to the 
Department of Defense. It would redirect national energies 
towards nonviolent intervention, mediation, and conÿict 
resolution on all matters of human security. This is his þrst 
time to cosponsor the Peace Tax Fund Bill. Kucinich, in 
his 5th term in Congress, represents areas in and around 
Cleveland.

This is Carsonõs 4th time cosponsoring the Peace Tax Fund 
Bill. In her 5th term in Congress, Carson is the successor to 
Andy Jacobs who was the lead sponsor of the Peace Tax Fund 
Bill in the early 1990s. Carson represents Indianapolis.

Peace Tax Fund staff visited the ofþces of Kucinich and 
Carson on February 21 to ofþcially thank them for their 
endorsements. Staff also visited the ofþces of Rep. Brian 
Baird (WA-03) and Rep. Mike Thompson (CA-01) to follow 
up on petitions that Peace Tax Fund supporters sent to Baird 
and Thompson requesting their endorsement of the bill. As 
this newsletter goes to press Baird and Thompson are not 
cosponsors and we encourage their constituents to request 
their support.

The Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill only needs 
four more cosponsors to add their 
names by December to garner the 
most cosponsors it has had since 1990. 
You can help us achieve this goal by 
participating in Lobby Day on Tuesday, 
May 16 (For more info, see back page). 
Rep. Ron Dellums þrst introduced this 
bill in 1972 as the World Peace Tax 
Fund Bill. It has been re-introduced 
each year since then, with several name 
and wording changes over the years.

Kucinich and Carson Cosponsor Peace Tax Fund

Do You Hear What I Hear?
On December 12, 2005, more than 25 people gathered in the State 
Room of the Rhode Island State House for a Public Hearing on 
the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill. At a podium bearing 

the Seal of the Governor of Rhode Island, witnesses giving testimony in support 
of the Peace Tax Fund shared in a morning of hope and fervent petition.

The hearing was convened by Keith Harvey, Executive Director of the 
American Friends Service Committee in New England. Marian Franz, 
Executive Director of NCPTF, presented the bill, and outlined its provisions. 
She was followed by presentations grouped by subject matter. 
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Report from Rhode Island Peace Tax Hearing 
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For 23 years, Marian Franz þlled this 
column with inspiring and challenging 
words drawn from her experiences 
on Capitol Hill. With skill, humor, 
and compassion, she made space for 
transformation in the lives of those she 
lobbied. Iõm grateful that, following some 

time off for medical leave, Marian plans to return as our 
senior lobbyist, to train and equip staff and volunteers 
with the skills they need to clarify the issue. Iõm one of 
the people that could use some help!

During a recent lobby visit, I pulled out a federal budget 
graph to emphasize how much our nation spends on war. 
òYouõre preaching to the choir!ó said the congressional 
aide, who urged us to shift our focus toward electing 
Democrats who will cut the military budget. Despite their 
anti-war stance, the aide and his boss do not support the 
Peace Tax Fund because they think it undermines the 
ability of Congress to allocate money. (For a response to 
his objections, refer to our Q&A Brochure, available at 
www.peacetaxfund.org.)

His objections notwithstanding, I left that meeting feeling 
like I had failed to clearly communicate our point, which 
is not òReduce the military budgetó. Our point is this: 
òAllow conscientious objectors a way to pay their taxes 
and follow their beliefs.ó

Donõt get me wrong! Reducing the military budget by 
even 10% could address so many problems in our society. 
Many organizations, including ours, make the important 
connection between dollars spent on war and dollars not 
spent on peace. While important, however, the question 
of an acceptable military budget is not addressed by the 
Peace Tax Fund.  

Hereõs why: The argument for a Peace Tax Fund is 
based upon existing U.S. legal precedent that allows 
conscientious objectors (COs) to do alternative service. 
This law deþnes COs very narrowly as only those who 
are opposed to participating in all wars. While we seek to 
extend the rights of COs into the þnancial realm, we are 
still bound by the existing deþnition of a CO. Therefore, 
someone could not selectively use the Peace Tax Fund 
to avoid paying taxes for certain wars and not others. 
Likewise, the Peace Tax Fund would not be for use by 
those who would like to see less of their money going 

to the military, but would accept paying a òreasonableó 
amount for national military defense.

The effort to establish a Peace Tax Fund is for the sake 
of COs for whom paying any amount of taxes to fund 
the violence of war is unacceptable. That is why, even if 
we followed the aideõs suggestion and worked on electing 
members of his bossõs party to ofþce, we wouldnõt 
eliminate the need for this legislation.  

The federal budget is appalling. Last year, 42% of every 
federal tax dollar we paid went to the military. This 
year, even more of our taxes will go toward war. Letõs 
participate in the choir calling for different national 
priorities. But letõs also speak clearly about the need to 
honor the consciences of those who cannot pay for war. 

Preaching to the Choir

The Search Committee of the NCPTF and Peace Tax 
Foundation Boards of Directors has narrowed down 
a list of Executive Director applicants to several 
strong candidates. As this newsletter goes to press, 
the committee is interviewing these applicants and 
checking references, with the hope of presenting a 
candidate to the full Board for approval in April. The 
new Executive Director is expected to begin serving 
on June 1. 

Executive Director 
Search Update

What Belongs to Caesar, by Don Kauffman, þrst 
published in 1970, is available once again. The book 
presents analysis of biblical passages pertaining to 
the relationship of Christians and the state. It looks 
particularly at the issue of the payment of taxes. 
The re-printed version of the book includes some 
new material and is available for $17 from Wipf and 
Stock Publishers. The publisher will accept orders by 
telephone (541) 344-1528, FAX (541) 344-1506 or 
e-mail: orders@wipfandstock.com. The bookõs ISBN 
is: 1-59752-540-5.

What Belongs to Caesar Reprinted 
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One of our major goals is to increase our 
network of local grassroots organizers. 

Members of Congress listen to their own constituents, 
and local activists insure that Congress listens to our 
supporters. The Campaign is looking for people to þll 
two speciþc roles, Congressional District Contacts and 
Congregational Contacts.

Congressional District Contacts (CDCs) are the local 
liaison between our ofþce and the supporters in their 
congressional district. They organize local supporters  in 
letter-writing campaigns, Congressional lobby visits, and 
local actions. They also educate people in their district 
about the Campaign by hosting events about military 
spending and the bill, distributing literature at local events, 
and getting press coverage of the Campaign. 

The Campaign provides resources to CDCs to assist them 
in their work, such as lists of Campaign members in their 
area, a video for use at meetings, and a supply of basic 
informational literature. The Campaign also reports to its 
CDCs on national developments and on visits to speciþc 
legislators.

CDCs have found that publicizing the Campaign has been 
a rewarding experience. 

òNot many people have thought about a legal option to 

Campaign to Expand Local Activist Network

avoid paying taxes for war, and most that hear about it for 
the þrst time are excited and enthusiastic about the idea,ó 
said Jodi-Beth McCain of Marylandõs 8th district. 

Penny Allen of Ohioõs 11th district had similar sentiments. 
òThere are more people than you ever thought there were 
who share our goals and values, and youõll meet them 
as you work to þnd supporters of NCPTF and the bill,ó 
she said. Allen extended her efforts into nearby districts, 
and her hard work paid off when Rep. Dennis Kucinich 
cosponsored the bill in December (see article on page 2).

Although current CDCs are active and doing good 
work, our network currently represents less than twenty 
states. We need a stronger national presence. To learn 
more,  þnd a CDC near you, or become a CDC, visit 
www.peacetaxfund.org.

The Campaign is also looking for Congregational 
Contacts. These are the liaisons between the Campaign 
and the contactõs congregation or religious group. They 
inform their congregation about the work of the Campaign 
and organize congregation members. They organize lobby 
visits, hold letter-writing events, display and distribute 
Peace Tax Fund literature, and obtain þnancial support of 
the Campaign from their congregation. 

The Campaign supplies literature to Congregational 
Contacts, and has developed resources for churches to 
hold a service that would address how people of faith 
respond to military taxation (see article on page 5). 

If you are interested in becoming a Congressional 
District Contact or Congregational Contact, please e-
mail Chris Fretz, Outreach and Development Assistant, at 
chris@peacetaxfund.org, or call 1-888-PEACETAX.
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